15761               The Death of Essex.                109

Essex. She may not, in these last years, have had
much love for her slighted husband, who is not re-
ported to have made any mention of her on his
deathbed, and who was far too good a man for her
to value at his worth; and perhaps even before his
death she may have had some evil affection for the
Earl of Leicester. It is certain that she was married
to Leicester two years after becoming a widow, and
it is likely that she had been united to him long be-
fore by private rites. These were her offences. We
can charge her with none greater.

Almost immediately after his good friend's death
Philip Sidney returned to England and to Court; in
fulfilment, it would seem, of arrangements made
with his father before he left Galway. We find him
at Greenwich, where the Queen was staying, on the
4th of November. Somewhat later the Earl of Es-
sex's remains were conveyed to Wales by Edward
Waterhouse, and on the 2Qth of November they were
deposited at Carmarthen, where he had held pro-
perty.

By the Earl's death the fortunes of his family
were improved in appearance and as far as standing
at Court was concerned. Robert, the new earl, a
pretty clever lad just ten years old, was already a
favourite with the Queen, and he was taken under
the protection of Lord Burghley, in whose house-
hold, from the beginning of the new year, he resided.
" I protest unto your lordship/' Waterhouse wrote
on the I4th of November to Sir Henry Sidney,
" that I do not think there is at this day so strong
a man as the little Earl of Essex, nor any man